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Methods
The proposed study will assess how effectively homeless housing programs and shelters in Skagit County use their funding to provide quality services to homeless individuals based on the data collected in the additional survey on what services they utilize the most in addition to the PIT form.  The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) defines chronic homelessness as “an unaccompanied disabled individual who has been continuously homeless for over one year” (HUD).  The PIT is an annual survey conducted to count sheltered and unsheltered homeless individuals with and without children under the age of seventeen (HUD).  

Research Design
I will conduct a needs assessment and will utilize a convenience sampling of the individuals engaged in the PIT count of individuals who are homeless in Skagit County to gather quantitative data on what services homeless individuals utilize.  A needs assessment addresses the needs for a community to better develop the services they provide for their residents (Marlow, 2011).  Quantitative needs assessment will be appropriate to analyze the programs that are being utilized by chronically homeless individuals in Skagit County to determine what are the most utilized services.

Participants

The needs assessment will survey homeless individuals involved in the PIT; which caterers to homeless individuals who are shelter (in a housing program), unsheltered, and living with friends or family.  There are minimal qualifications to participant in the survey.  If willing to participate in the survey, the first 2000 homeless individuals will be briefed that all information they share in the survey will be used to for research purposes only and their personal information will not be shared with outside parties.  They will be required to sign a consent form acknowledging that they have given us the right to use their private information for the needs assessment survey.  They will need to identify themselves as being chronically homeless based on the HUD definition.  The finalized information will be shared with the public and all participants will be notified of results if requested in the consent form.
Instrument
An additional survey will be given with the PIT form to gather information.  This cluster sample of data will be used to determine what services are being utilized and what their organizations can do to improve their program to better serve this population.  The questionnaire will consist of a checklist for the individual to mark what services they have used in the last eighteen months to improve their quality of life and a couple of questions related to the quality of services. The survey will question how likely they will be to continue to utilize the services, how easily available the services were to them, and how they were referred to the services.
Data Collection
In conjunction to the PIT form, I will include a small questionnaire to collect data from the first 2,000 chronically homeless individuals.  During the intake process at the PIT homeless individuals are being surveyed on their living status and we will utilize this time to conduct our survey on what services they were referred to.  At the same time we will be providing them the consent form and the brief overview on the purpose of the additional survey.  There will be no follow up requirements with participants, unless they request the finalized results.  

Data Analysis
The data collected from the first 2,000 chronically homeless individuals in the PIT for Skagit County will be analyzed by using a quantitative approach based on the Chi-square statistical test to determine significance of the information.  The Chi-square is a “common statistical test for bivariate analysis…a statistical measure of the difference between expected and observed frequencies” (Marlow, 2011, 270).  Marlow (2011) noted that statistical significance testing distinguished the insignificant difference between the hypothesis and the results.  The finalized findings will be published for public use to determine what services are highly utilized and what services are underutilized.  The new findings will predictably decrease the number of chronically homeless individuals in Skagit County by improving the services they rely on to improve their quality of life.
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In addition to the suggestions I offered in the body of your paper, I encourage you to review the materials provided in Bb, particularly the handouts on writing the Methods section and analyzing quantitative data.  7/10  

