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Limitations
There are limitations to be considered in the proposed study.  There are numerous factors that are essential to the success of the proposal to benefit future cases pertaining to homeless individuals.  Establishing a universal definition of homelessness will allow all surveyors to have a common understanding of what they are allowed to identify as a homeless individual.  Another factor is time constraint on surveyors at the annual Point in Time count taken in January in Skagit County.  These volunteers have limited time to access each participant and survey the services they utilize that were referred to them by homeless housing agents.  The most influential factor is budget restraints that prohibit extravagant events that will be beneficial to homeless individuals to access services.  The research will provide statistics based on the needs assessment taken with the Point in Time count survey on what services are most utilized by homeless individuals.  This information has yet to be survey and will ultimately influence the results of surveying the services homeless individuals’ utilize.
Implications
There are a few implications dealing with homelessness and the services they utilize.  In the social aspect, homeless individuals are limited on social support to assist them in overcoming their homeless situation.  On the economic aspect, budget cuts have restrained organizations to provide limited services to homeless individuals.  This limits their ability to decrease the number of homeless individuals in the county and ultimately just stabilize their situation without ending the cycle of homelessness.  Homelessness is a high priority on political campaigns.  Most political individuals strive to support homeless programs and the services they provide.  Their support can influence the public or private budget rewards they may receive for the year, but can also prohibit other political figures from being involved in the same organization.
Ethical Considerations
All information collected by the survey will be kept confidential.  Prior to the survey, the participants will be briefed on the purpose of the research and how it will be utilize to determine what services are more used by homeless individuals to provide substantial data to assist human service professionals in providing quality services to their clients.  No homeless individual’s private information will be shared with any of the organizations involved in the survey, but the statics collected from the needs assessment will be published for all services to grasp on what programs are most utilized.  The survey is not harmful in any sense to the homeless individuals, belittling them for their lifestyle, or falsifying the research findings.  
